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Today’s Speakers

Jorge Sanz Gonzalez
European Investment Fund

Keynote speech: Opportunities from the 
InvestEU Fund

Virginie Nouvelle
Wallimage

Wallimage Entreprises

Inga Beiliūnienė
 INVEGA

Baltic Innovation Fund 1 and 2



Agenda

Keynote speech – Jorge Sanz Gonzalez
Q&As

Presentation by Virginie Nouvelle
Q&As

Presentation by Inga Beiliūnienė
Q&As

Moderated Panel discussion

Final poll and closing 

15h30

14h00

Welcome - Introduction
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Icebreaker poll
In which industrial sectors do you already have /

would you most likely setup
a regional investment fund

in your region, if any? 

Add up to 3 answers.
Submit each word separately. 
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• 4 strands, each strand with its own scope and objectives
• 86 programmes, 10 billion euros ERDF

Cohesion policy & Interreg programmes

A Cross-border* 64 programmes
EUR 6.7 billion

B Transnational* 13 programmes
EUR 2.3 billion

C Interregional 4 programmes
EUR 560 million

Interreg Europe
Urbact, Interact, Espon

D Outermost regions* 5 areas
EUR 330 million

All EU eligible

* Restricted geographical area
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Sharing solutions for  
better regional policy

29
COUNTRIES
INVOLVED

6
TOPICS

379m
PROGRAMME

BUDGET

+7 new 
countries!
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To improve regional development policy instruments
(including Investment for jobs and growth goal programmes)

How?
Through exchange of experience, innovative approaches and capacity 
building (in relation to the identification & transfer of good practices)

• Primarily dedicated to policymakers

• Focus on exchange of experience

Interreg Europe objective

Different from cross-
border or transnational 

cooperation
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1 cross-cutting priority on capacity building six topics .

Programme scope

Concentration principle (80%)



SLIDE 9

Projects
Limited number of regions exchanging and transferring 
experience on a shared regional development issue

Policy Learning Platform
Further exploiting projects’ achievements and opening up 
the programme benefits to all

Two actions
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Policy-learning opportunities through access to:

The Platform in a nutshell

People
Meet our community

Expertise
Get policy advice

Knowledge
Find policy solutions

www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning

http://www.interregeurope.eu/policylearning
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Peer learning in practice

https://www.interregeurope.eu/get-policy-advice

4

3

5

67 peer reviews implemented since 2019
10 peer reviews in the pipeline

42 matchmaking sessions

https://www.interregeurope.eu/get-policy-advice
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The Policy Learning Platform can help: https://www.interregeurope.eu/policy-solutions

Good Practices

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policy-solutions
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The Policy Learning Platform can help: https://www.interregeurope.eu/policy-solutions

Policy briefs

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policy-solutions
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The Policy Learning Platform can help: https://www.interregeurope.eu/policy-solutions

Expert support

https://www.interregeurope.eu/policy-solutions


SLIDE 18

Today’s webinar…

Follow us on social media:
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European policy context

Innovative financial instruments

 participation in equity (risk capital) funds
 guarantees to local banks lending to a large number of final beneficiaries, 

for instance SMEs
 risk-sharing with financial institutions to boost investment in large 

infrastructure projects (e.g. the Europe 2020 project bonds initiative or the 
connecting europe facility financial instruments)

Aim: to boost the real economy through increasing the access to finance for 
enterprises and industry producing goods and services.

Alternative to grants or subsidies as delivery mode of Structural Funds.
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European policy context

Motivation for using innovative financial instruments
 Moving away from a grants culture, very much established in the RTDI and 

innovation field (also on policy level)
 Increase the accessibility of private equity for SMEs with high growth potential
 Leveraging private investments
 Support to specific sectors

 Organic food production (SME ORGANICS)
 Cultural and creative industries (ALICE, CRE:HUB, RCIA) 

 Creating cross-border instruments (Innova-Fi)

c

https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/smeorganics/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/alice/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/crehub/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/rcia/
https://projects2014-2020.interregeurope.eu/innova-fi/
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European policy context

Panel evidence from the SAFE survey (EC – February 2023)
 Data from 2009 to 2021
 Firm’s size and profit level improve firm’s performance
 Firm’s age decreases innovation performance
 Effectiveness of different financing instrument varies strongly depending on innovation type 

(product, process, organisation, marketing)
 Grants exert largest positive effect on firm’s likelihood to innovate
 EU innovative firms rely largely on internal resources to finance innovation due to 

difficulties in accessing external financing resources

 Need for simplifying and harmonising EU’s banking system
 Need for promoting financial innovation
European Commission, Directorate-General for Research and Innovation, Mitra, A., Di Girolamo, V., Canton, E., Financing 
instruments and challenges for innovation in the EU – Panel evidence from the SAFE survey, Publications Office of the
European Union, 2023, https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/019319

https://data.europa.eu/doi/10.2777/019319


SLIDE 22

Presentations!
Follow us on social media:



Moderated Panel 
Discussion
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Final poll
What's one key takeaway or lesson from today's webinar

that you might/would like to apply
in your regional policy making? 

Please describe it in a few words
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Thank you!
Follow us on social media:


	Diapositive numéro 1
	Diapositive numéro 2
	Diapositive numéro 3
	Icebreaker poll
	Cohesion policy & Interreg programmes
	Diapositive numéro 6
	Interreg Europe objective
	Programme scope
	Two actions
	The Platform in a nutshell
	Peer learning in practice
	Diapositive numéro 15
	Diapositive numéro 16
	Diapositive numéro 17
	 
	Diapositive numéro 19
	Diapositive numéro 20
	Diapositive numéro 21
	 
	Diapositive numéro 23
	Final poll
	 

