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Why Balentes?
BALENTES sets out the commitment of its partners in the fight against Depopulation.
It proposes an interregional learning process based on the exchange of experiences between partners as a catalyst for the 
improvement of partners' local development policies. The learning process is based on the identification, analysis and 
exchange of knowledge and practices within the 'More social Europe' objective.

Through the competences of the partnership, the interregional learning process will also deepen the following 
areas, among others:
1. Strengthening and support the quality of governance and the diffusion of political/programmatic and problem-solving
skills of the small local authorities involved;
2. Improve the quality of life in the small villages, promoting the diversification of economic activities, the equal 2. Improve the quality of life in the small villages, promoting the diversification of economic activities, the equal 
opportunities and increasing the attractiveness of the territories for businesses and for the population, stimulating the 
creation of new and good job opportunities;
3. Increase the attractiveness of whole areas and access to services by promoting the use of endogenous resources
and knowledge to support local development;
4. Internationalisation: building and strengthening a European network of sustainable local communities and villages;
5. Assess the impact of planned and implemented interventions, both in relation to the 17 SDGs, and the happiness
and well-being of the inhabitants.



Where does Balentes come from?

It is unthinkable to try to solve global problems by closing 
ourselves in our small garden. And it is pure illusion to try 
to tackle local problems without effectively intervening on 
ourselves and on our Planet. Also for this reason, 
Balentes looks and interprets what happens in Europe 
and in the World.

Balentes means internationalizing our territories to get out
of isolation and to face globalization concretely.

Balentes is inspired by Circular Economy, by the 
Resilience, and by Regions and Villages seen as “Agents 
of Change".

Balentes works on the experiences of the italian Virtuous
Municipalities Association, of the Transition Towns of Slow
Cities.... New approaches and systems now strategic for
our future and on which the European Union itself begins 
to build the future of the fundamental financial support for to build the future of the fundamental financial support for 
our territories: the Cohesion Policy from 2021 onwards.



Who is Balentes addressed to

Balentes is addressed to regions and
municipalities (including their associations and
consortia) of any size and belonging to differentconsortia) of any size and belonging to different
regions of Europe.

Balentes privileges smaller and isolated local 
authorities who face particularly troubling 
problems such as: unemployment, depopulation, 
youth deviation and school dropout, imposition of 
servitude and environmental degradation, 
increase in social inequality, loss of local identity, 
reduction of sovereignty (including the energetic 
one) and the autonomy of local economies.....



Balentes....The book of Dreams
-will apply European strategies and priorities, reporting the results achieved. This also through the 
involvement of institutions, the civil society, companies, universities and research centers, schools and 
the world of information and culture.

-will apply and use assessment and monitoring tools on results, also using indicators such as, for
example, the GNH (Gross National Happiness).

-will implement education, animation, information, training and awareness-raising activities aimed at 
institutions, citizens (especially young people), businesses and associations of the territories involved.

-will launch initiatives aimed at creating and coordinating an effective lobby and representation of
"shared interests" at all levels.

●will carry out all the activities deemed appropriate to foster international solidarity and cooperation.

-will ensure open and transparent use of data (open data), in particular the statistics relating to the 
public administration and the financial support systems both at regional, national and European level.

●will spread the use of digital, information and communication technologies.

-will guarantee in all ways gender equality and will actively engage against all forms of violence and 
discrimination.

Our ability to bring together and enhance local skills and knowledge will do the rest .....



“The one who can resist and live in a poor, harsh, hard
and violent environment is a BALENTE" (Bachisio Bandinu)

Balente comes from “Balentia”, which in 
the Sardinian language means “Bravery”.the Sardinian language means “Bravery”.

In the Island of Sardinia, in a time almost 
forgotten, the role of Balente, the protector 
of the Village, was reserved for man.

Times have changed.
Today Balente is for all who have the 
courage to face a challenging future and 
to tackle it’s issues with love and passion, 
without distinction of sex, race,without distinction of sex, race,
religion…..
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