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Accelerate GDT is collaboratively updating and advancing national and regional cluster policies across Europe to include supports 
to ensure that SMEs can collaboratively take steps towards Europe's digital and green transition targets.

4-year Interreg Europe Funded Project - 01 Mar 2023 to 31 May 2027 – 8 Partners and the collaboration of the TCI Network

Q1 Is public policy evolving to incorporate a transformative agenda through public-private collaboration? 

• Clustering of industry is negatively correlated with key dimensions of green performance and positively correlated with key 
dimensions of digital performance, due to the concentration of industry in the same geography (Wilson, J, 2023). However, 
there is an opportunity for cluster organisations to have a key impact as they are built on cooperative dynamics, clusters 
provide solid foundations for supporting transformative policy initiatives.

• The European Expert Group on Clusters highlight the use of clusters as drivers of change, accelerators and enablers of the 
digital and green transition through mobilising and facilitating cooperation among stakeholders in industrial ecosystems and 
embedding supports into local education and training structures (Pezzi, A. 2023). 

• SMEs have a significant impact on the global carbon footprint, they make up over 90% of businesses worldwide and contribute 
between 60-70% of all CO2 emissions. 

There will not be a “one size fits all” cluster policy framework for the future
Policies are becoming more: 

• Flexible and responsive as cluster organisations are shifting and evolving

• Connected and more aware of big picture: policy-mix, culture within region, beyond region, across policy areas

• Challenge focused, guided by the broad conception of ‘competitiveness,’ but target difficult issues that require collaboration

N/R Cluster Strategy

Centralised Supports

Team Size   0      13            0                5    4        0            0                  0

Financial Supports

• Cluster Management

• Operations

• Travel

• Collaborative Projects 

Connect with Accelerate GDT
https://www.interregeurope.eu/accelerategdt   
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Q2 How do the different actors in your collaborative model interact to foster transformative agendas 
• Within the scope of the Accelerate GDT project each partner region, develops a stakeholder group to ensure that interregional 

learning does not only take place at an individual partner level, but also at ecosystem, organisational and stakeholder level. 
Along with partner organisations, stakeholder groups include participants from, government agencies and departments, 
academic institutions and cluster organisations to get a 360-degree participatory group of the triple helix engaged in clustering. 

• Interreg Europe provides a good practice database, where all projects can share good practices related to their thematic area, 
in a pre-defined template for consistency. 

• The Accelerate GDT project is sharing initiatives at our project workshops proposed by our partner regions and their local 
stakeholder groups which align with 4 topics.

• These good practices can serve as an inspiration to partner regions who wish to support different initiatives to drive their twin 
transition and include such supports within their policies. 

WS 1 “SME Competitiveness and Digital Transformation,” – Duisburg, Germany, June 2023

WS2: “Initiating Green Transformation for SMEs. Cases and Challenges,” – Vienna, Austria, Nov 2023 

WS3: “Cluster Policy: Challenges and Actions to Support SDGs,” – Turin, Italy, June 2024

WS4: “Cluster Managers Role in Cross-Cluster GDT Collaboration,” – Budapest, Hungary, Jan 2025
Peer review learning has also been utilised in the Accelerate GDT with collaborative learning between regions at a policy level
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