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Rural Mobility Press release 

European partnership launches to improve public mobility in underserved rural areas through Intelligent Transport Systems and innovative policy approaches. 

Project Span
2024 – 2027

Project Partners
Province of Overijssel 
Office for Regional Development Leine and Weser region 
Metropolitan Transport authority of Barcelona 
Viimsi Municipality 
Regional Kalmar County 
Municipality Hoče-Slivnica 
Metropolitan Transport authority of Lisbon

The “Rural Mobility” project is the first European initiative aimed at transforming public transport access for the 129 million EU citizens living in rural areas. By integrating Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) with innovative policy frameworks, Rural Mobility seeks to address social isolation and economic disparity through sustainable, smart mobility solutions like on-demand bus services and Mobility as a Service (MaaS). Led by the province of Overijssel and involving seven regional authorities, the project will pilot new transport policies and technologies to connect Europe’s rural regions to essential services and economic opportunities, enhancing social and economic inclusion across Europe’s remote areas.

Issues in rural areas
Rural areas across Europe face significant transport challenges. With limited or non-existent public transportation, rural residents often rely on private cars and excludes groups who are economically vulnerable, disabled, elderly, or too young to drive. The absence of accessible transport options restricts job opportunities, leads to social isolation, and contributes to rising inequalities, further accelerating rural depopulation.

Public Transport Authorities are also under pressure. Operating public transport in sparsely populated areas with low passenger numbers is costly and difficult to sustain. Traditional fixed-route systems often result in empty or underused buses, increasing operating costs without sufficient revenue from passengers.

Over the last years a new range of mobility solutions have opened up. This is due to the empowerment of digitalisation and improvement of technologies. Solutions such as shared mobility, demand responsive transportation and infrastructure improvements such as mobility hubs, specific lanes or traffic priority traffic lights have been developed and   sporadically integrated. 

Now that the solutions are available, but the challenge is to integrate them into the current traditional public mobility solutions. The current arrangement of public transport is divided between different ministries, states, regions and municipalities. This means many different players are responsible for the governance and finance of the public transportation which makes it difficult deploying policies to integrate new solutions into the already existing system. 

The goal of Rural Mobility
Rural Mobility as part of Interreg Europe, will map the current landscape of policies affecting rural mobility and design new policies integrating Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) like Demand Responsive Transport (DRT), Mobility as a Service (MaaS), and ride-sharing into traditional mobility services. 

The project will modernize rural mobility, creating efficient, user-friendly services to make public mobility more attractive and build a "More Connected Europe." By aligning regional policies with EU directives, Rural Mobility seeks to create an integrated, sustainable, and inclusive transport network that bridges rural-urban divides and supports social and economic inclusion.

Key objectives of Rural Mobility:
· Identify best practices for implementing new mobility solutions to strengthen public transport corridors.
· Develop new policy for improving mobility in 7 rural areas in Europe.
· Design a toolbox for public authorities in Europe to build policies for “public mobility” encompassing public transport, ITS and paratransit.  

Rural Mobility expects to collaborate with other projects such as SMARTA, UPPER and CIVITAS, to learn from each other and to further develop the solutions adequate for rural areas. Furthermore, we engage with experts, practitioners, policy makers to exchange mutual learnings. If you want to contribute to this work to support innovative mobility solutions that connect and empower rural communities across Europe, feel free to get in touch with us! In the meantime, to stay up to date on the outcomes of Rural Mobility, visit our website or follow us on LinkedIn.
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Contact details:
Lead Partner:							Project Coordinator:
Province of Overijssel 	Bax				
Wim Dijksta							Giel Mertens
w.dijkstra@overijssel.nl 					g.mertens@baxcompany.com
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