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Hydrogen offers:

Faster refuelling times

Longer range

Zero emission

Fuel cells or H2ICE

Why is hydrogen relevant?

Complementary to battery electric

Helps relieving pressure from electricity grids

Helps the transport sector decarbonize faster

Hydrogen as a fuel 



In force:
Clean Vehicles Directive
CO2 Standards
Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation

Under discussion:
Weights and Dimensions Directive

Coming up in 2025:
Greening of corporate fleets
Sustainable Transport Investment Plan
Proposal for the revision of CO2 LDVs 

Actions:
Protect EU Green Deal / FF55 level of ambition
Adjust existing regulations where needed
Update support instruments to current challenges

EU policies and funding opportunities

High upfront investment costs 
(CAPEX )

Fixed OPEX (O&M) representing 
a significant part of the costs in 

early years 



EU policies and funding opportunities



Source: UITP

EU policies and funding opportunities

https://www.uitp.org/eu-funding-opportunities-for-public-transport/


CEF funded HRS

Stations funded by all CEF programmes

226 HRS in total (202 of them not in operation)

Sources:

CINEA map

CINEA project dashboard

H2Live

Data tracked: country, city, operator, pressure, 
access, status

https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/cineaportal/apps/storymaps/stories/48c1f6a4ce33415fb4ec40dd2aa836bd
https://dashboard.tech.ec.europa.eu/qs_digit_dashboard_mt/public/sense/app/3744499f-670f-42f8-9ef3-0d98f6cd586f/sheet/d2820200-d4d9-4a26-b23b-58e323c803c2/state/analysis


Pushback from many Member States against set 
decarbonization targets

Difficult/slow implementation of flagship laws 
(e.g. AFIR / RED)

Slow HRS deployment
High price of hydrogen
Vehicles rollout postponed

Technical barriers:
Uneven taxation regimes
Permitting procedures
Refuelling standards/protocols

Lack of efficient communication among 
involved stakeholders

Current challenges



The industry is moving past the 
demonstration phase, and now needs to 
scale up.

How can regions help?
Review relevant local legislation (e.g. 
permitting)
Put in place modern funding schemes
Get involved in Brussels
Facilitate the creation of clusters / 
ecosystems

How can you help?

Overcoming bottlenecks – the role of regions

SWiM 2025 call 
(budget: 40M Eur)

Vehicle class Powertrain Subsidy

N1 FC 60.000

N2 FC 150.000

N2 H2ICE 50.000

N3 < 30t FC 220.000

N3 > 30t FC 300.000

N3 < 30t FC 70.000

N3 > 30t H2ICE 30.000

M1 Not specified 100.000

M2 Not specified 150.000

M3 FC 300.000

M3 H2ICE 100.000



Source: North Rhine Westphalia

Overcoming bottlenecks – the role of regions
How can you help?

https://www.h2land-nrw.de/


Source: HySetCo

Overcoming bottlenecks – the role of regions
How can you help?



Source: BMW

Overcoming bottlenecks – the role of regions
How can you help?



Thank You

Av. Marnix 23
Brussels / Belgium

secretatariat@hydrogeneurope.eu
hydrogeneurope.eu

mailto:secretatariat@hydrogeneurope.eu
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